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evil, Jesus proclaimed man's responsibility, condemned man
to the torments of his conscience, and made him the object
of a whole machinery of suffering, in which remorse, temp-
tation, and hope are inextricably mixed. Freedom is incon-
ceivable without suffering. Freedom can be bought only at
the price of suffering. And Christianity is above all a religion
of suffering.
Thus man is confronted with a dilemma: on the one hand,
independence with moral torture, on the other, well-being
through submission. What will be his choice?
The Grand Inquisitor chooses for him. Christ, he main-
tains, has overestimated the strength of His creatures in im-
posing the ordeal of freedom on them. "Have you forgotten
that man prefers peace, even death, to the freedom of choos-
ing between good and evil?" Man's great goal is happiness,
and the task of the church is to organize his happiness on
earth. Thus the church loves man better than Christ loves
him since Christ has placed an excessively heavy burden on
his shoulders.
"Because You placed man too high, You acted pitilessly
toward him, You demanded too, much of him." The ideal of
Jesus in the form that it assumes in the Gospels can be
realized only by a few chosen spirits. Christianity is an aris-
tocratic religion, and as such impossible. Religion is intended
for the masses, and it must propose a way of life that can be
followed by the masses. It must bring comfort to fools, cow-
ards, perverts, and the sick. It must be accessible to the lowest
of mankind; it must be vulgar. In the place of freedom, un-
certainty, and spiritual suffering, the Grand Inquisitor wants
to give man a Euclidean organization of the world. At this
point the Grand Inquisitor embraces Shigalev's doctrine. He